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miraculous agency. Nothing exists in the make-
up of the earth from which such an inference can
be scientifically drawn. Gas may lie latent in
solid matter, out of which it is generated under
certain conditions by chemical forces, but we know
of no condition of the gases that allows those
forces to produce solid matter out of them. This
theory is therefore contrary to the laws of matter
no less than to the Mosaic record, and is unscien-
tific and absurd.

But there is a large number of geologists who,
while ignoring the gas theory, hold another quite
as objectionable. They tell us that the earth was
formed an igneous mass of molten matter, which
by the laws of nature assumed the form of a globe
rotating upon its axis ; and in the process of ages
its surface cooled, forming a crust of granite over
this molten mass, the form of which proves that
in its original condition of a fiery, billowy ocean, it
was an oblate spheroid ; otherwise the crust could
not have been enlarged at the equator and flat-
tened at the poles; that this crust was ridged and
diversified by huge, high granite mountains and
granite plains; that after an immense lapse of ages,
mechanical and chemical laws, acting as they now
do upon matter, disintegrated them by particles,
so that they were all abraded, worn away, and
worn down into comminuted sand or coarser
detritus ; and thus borne down to the plains and
ravines, were carried by rivers and streams into
the great cavities of the crust containing the
oceans and seas, over the bottoms of which these
mountains of granite, having been pulverized by